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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to wit: 
District Clerk’s Office. 
‘Br’ IT REMEMBERED, that on the twenty-fourth day of January, a. 
pv. 1829, in the fifty-third year of the Independence of the Unirep StatEs 
OF Amertca, Rufus Davenport of the said district, has deposited in 
this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims as proprietor, 
in the words following, to wit: 
««The Petitions of Rufus Davenport to the Twenty-four States, for the 
adoption of the Free Debt Rules. 
The Free Debt Rules the Golden Rule abide— 
First Principles of Right, to Debt applied. 
Also, the Rise and Progress, the usurped Dominion, and the urged Abo- 
lition, of Imprisonment for Debt. Extracted from Governor Giles’ Speech 
to the Legislature of Virginia. Both dated, A. D. 1828, December Ist.’” 
In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled, 
«« An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
charts and books, to the authors and~proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein mentioned,”’ and also to an act entitled “ An act supplementary 
to an act, entitled, an act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts and books to the authors and proprietors of such cop- 
ies during the times therein mentioned, and extending the benefits thereof to 
the arts of designing, engraving and etchitig historical and other prints.’? 


Clerk of the District of 
JNO. W. DAVIS, j Massachusetts. 
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To the Legislature of the State of 


one of the United States of America. 


Tue undersigned petitioner with all deference represents to your 
Honourable body, that, under coincident misfortunes, he has been a 
victim to the oppression, harass and waste, against which our 
Debtor Laws and Customs do not secure due protection to any 
citizen of these United States, from him who labours for daily bread 
to him who presides over the nation. 

The sufferings that your petitioner has borne, and knows that 
numerous others. endure, have incited him to strive much in the 
cause; and at length have now constrained and determined him, 
though with trembling feelings, yet with fixed purpose, as from 
conscious duty, to prefer twenty-four petitions alike, one to each 
State of the Union, which, if proffered without precedent, still, he 
begs, may be graciously received, and prays God may prosper. 

What your petitioner has experienced, seen and felt on this sub- 
ject, may be his best apology for so high an aim, he hopes a right 
aim, for general good. About the beginning of this century, he, as 
a commission merchant, of Boston, devoted nearly a year to visiting 
the principal places in all these Atlantic States; before and after 
which, having been in successful business, to most parts of the 
world. On leaving this vocation to take a leading share in building 
up Cambridgeport, near Boston, success still attended him, at first, 
and in 1809, the amount of his property, mostly in real estate, was 
more than $256,000, and his debts Jess than one fourth as much. 
But change—political and local—with oppression, wrecked his for- 
tune, and made him a prisoner for debt, more than two years, dur- 
ing which, in 1811 and 1812, he drew laws which mitigated the 
sufferings of thousands, in the state of Massachusetts. 

After surmounting the press of difficulty, and resuming his mer- 
cantile vocation, (pursuant to which he made a second tour of the 
Atlantic States, eighteen years after the first,) he engaged also in 
manufactories, in which great decline in value has occurred, and 
being again pressed, with menace and harass, he feels (what a 
great portion of the community feel) the want of uniform laws and 
customs to rule eredit and debt, adapted to all persons, at all times, 
and all places, needed and just to the creditor as well as the debtor, 
consonant with our bill of rights, our national and state constitu- 
tions, with freedom and Independence, with the laws of nature, and 
the laws of God. 

Your petitioner being convinced, from long experience, attention 
and meditation, that such law and custom is practicable, as well 
as moral, and consequently expedient, and conceiving that this 
subject, deemed so vitally important, if presented in unity to all 
parts of the country at once, from a common source, if it gain 
attention, might be more in the way to be considered with un- 
biased reason by all people, than if presented from some powerful 
or popular party or class, who often agitate the whole commu- 
nity, and render judgment and decision liable to the influence 
of partiality or prejudice—has essayed to imbody and record, 
for this purpose, the following five fundamental points—of 


bs 
EQUITABLE PRIN CIPLES 
FOR 


FREE DEBT RULES. 


Ist. Att persons shall become free from all 
debt, by surrendering, at the place of their inhab- 
itancy, all their estate, to the use of all their 
creditors, in ratable proportion. 

2d. All persons shall be free from imprison- 
ment, arrest, and all punishment for debt, except 
to compel the surrender of estate to the use 
of all creditors, in ratable proportion, when by 
such surrender the debtor shall become free from 
all debt, liability, claim, and demand, existing at 
the time of such surrender. 

3d. All fraud and wrong, appertaining to debt, 
shall remain punishable by law, as public or pri- 
vate offence ; but the greatest punishment therefor 
not to exceed imprisonment and labour for life. 

Ath. All persons, who shall so surrender all 
estate, unless convicted of fraud, or wrong, rela- 
tive thereto, shall be entitled to an allowance out 
of the net amount of such surrendered estate, of 
such proportion of five per cent on said net 
amount, as said net amount shall bear to the whole 
sum of debts proved. 

5th. The manner of such surrender shall be ac- 
cording to provision to be made by the authorities 
having jurisdiction of the settlement of the estates 
of persons deceased, or by higher jurisdictive su- 
perseding authority; and, when and where no 
such provision shall be in force, then and there 
the manner of such surrender shall be according 
to any legal assignment. 

Boston, a. p. 1828, June 16. 


Considering that common LAW comes from COMMON CUSTOM, or usage known 
and sanctioned, the LAW MERCHANT making a part thereof, I have had the above 
equitable principles for FREE DEBT RULEs recorded in the Registry of Deeds, and 
in all the six Notary Public Offices, in Boston, in hope that they will be approved, 
get into use, grow into custom, be adopted into the statutes of States, and the Con- 


atitutions of Countries. 
Boston, A. p. 1828, OcTosER 16. RUFUS DAVENPORT. 
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Iy connection with the aforegoing, it has been considered that much 
of the present laws and customs came from ages when there was little or 
no use or knowledge of credit, as now used by bills, bonds, notes or 
otherwise, in amount far exceeding the money it represents, which has 
so much power to poise or preponderate individual affairs in the world 
of trade, and to sway so much the weal and fate of nations—credit 
which now pervades the body politic, as the blood does the human body, 
and on the right or wrong use, limit, or circulation of which, must de- 
pend, it is conceived, the good and permanent, or bad and dangerous 
state of the health and constitution. 

The undersigned begs humbly to submit whether the wrongs, diversi- 
ties and deficiencies in the laws and customs respecting Debt and Credit, 
in these United States, as by confounding of language, to confound prin- 
ciple, to promote those extremes which press too hardly on the poor, but 
well-disposed and right-principled, and to null too easily the obligation 
of the selfish, ill-disposed, artful and able, to embarrass trade through land 
and seas, to discourage industry, to,shackle labour, to disturb peace, to 
cause intemperance, strife and pauperism ; whether leaving innocent in- 
solvency exposed to the will and power of party, does not jeopard, with 
the liberty of person, the freedom of government and the independence 
of the nation; and whether the intent of the constitution, to guard 
against these great, increasing, and threatening evils of the land, should 
not be carried into effect, for the benefit of both creditor and debtor, in 
favour of morality, as well as finance, promotive of the prosperity and 
safety of individuals, and of the country! He humbly submits whether 
even the boon of labour-saving may not be perverted into a curse— 
through monopoly and cppression, causing the independent state of com- 
petence, through this blessed land, to become the state of a few lords 
and many vassals !—whilst harbours, navies, roads and canals may be 
likened to limbs, and water and steam power, to the nerves of the Body 
Politic: whether money, answering all things, be not like the life blood 
in concealment, now represented by credit, which now, rightly to con- 
sider, limit, and regulate, be not the all-important thing to the Common- 
weal; lest over-love, or perverse use, invigorate the root of all evil, till 
its tree of destruction grow up and spread beyond remedy. A regulating 
remedy is solemnly proposed in the aforesaid Equitable Principles, for 
Free Debt Rules, and the undersigned, with all deference, most earnest- 
ly petitions, 


1. That measures be taken to adopt these Equitable Prin- 
ciples, for Free Debt Rules, into the Constitution of the United 
States of America. 


2. That measures be taken towards the adoption of these 
Equitable Principles, for Free Debt Rules, into the laws of 
Congress... 


3. That measures be taken, at the first, or some after ses- 
sion, towards rendering these Principles and Rules availing 
te all persons and parties, who shall covenant, agree, promise, 
or deal on them. 


The undersigned, confiding that wise Legislatures will not 
disregard the subject, because it involves a high aim, of a 
general nature, from a humble individual source, submits this 
Petition, in dutiful Prayer. 

RUFUS DAVENPORT. 

Boston, A. D. 1828, Dec. 1st. 


EXTRACT 
FROM THE SPEECH OF GOV. GILES 


TO THE LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA, 


1 Dec. 1828. 


Wuitst upon the subject of securities required by law, I hope 
its magnitude will plead my justification, in calling the atten- 
tion of the General Assembly to a revision of the present sys- 
tem of our laws in relation to securityships generally. The 
subject has already been taken up, and acted upon partially, 
by former Legislatures, and the inquiry has hitherto essential- 
ly eventuated in the substitution of special, for.common bail, 
which seems to me, while it sanctions a change of the princi- 
ple, to stop far short of the proper remedy. Is it not well wor- 
thy of the known attachment of the General Assembly to hu- 
man rights, to extend their inquiries into the justice and policy 
of abolishing imprisonment for debt in all cases, except such 
as may be necessary for holding the body of the fraudulent debt- 
or, as a guarantee to his creditor, for the delivery of all his 
property, in satisfaction of his debt? This is a subject upon 
which [ have for a long time, bestowed my best reflections; 
and I have hitherto been unable to discover the wisdom, justice 
or policy of calling in an innocent security, having nothing to 
do in the original transaction, to take the responsibility from 
the creditor; who although equally innocent with the security, 
is yet the original Agent, and is alone interested in it; and of 
course, in all cases of loss, the injustice must be relatively 
greater in the case of the disinterested security, than of the in- 
terested creditor. ‘This policy, upon examination, I believe 
will be found to have been extensively injurious to the.com- 
monwealth, as well as to innocent individuals, It has served 
to extend litigation; and involve in it disinterested, innocent, 
reluctant litigants to a great extent. I am perfectly sensible 
of the alarm always excited, by the suggestion of an innova- 
tion upon long established usage; and the common law of Eng- 
land, generally called the perfection of reason, is resorted to 
for the purpose of giving its sacred sanction to the doctrine of 
imprisonment for debt.—But no such sanction can be found in 
the old Saxon English common law. So far from it, that in all 
the unwise interpolations upon the unwritten, by the written 
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law, no vio-ation of the spirit of the unwritten, has been more 
‘abhorrent to its wisdom, purity and simplicity, than the intro- 
‘duction of the despotic power of the creditor over the body of 
his honest debtor, given by sundry statutes, in satisfaction of 
his debt. So far from giving to capricious avarice, such an 
instrument of despotism; the common law, not only refused to 
give up'the body of the honest debtor, to the caprice of his 
‘creditor, but actually secured to the debtor the beasts of the 
‘plough, and perhaps, the necessary implements of his calling. 
‘Tt would be instructive to refer to the several British statutes, 
‘which have served to strip the common law of this wise, hu- 
mane ‘and beneficial principle; and to mark the successive steps, 
‘by which, despotism and avarice have proceeded to effect their 
‘mischievous objects, 

Thope to be excused upon a subject of so vital importance 
‘to the rights and liberties of mankind, for reminding the Gener- 
al Assembly of the statutes, which have introduced these inno- 
‘vations, and interpolations into the common law. Imprison- 
ment for debt was first introduced into England in the reign of 
Henry the 3d. It wasthen given only to the barons over their 
fraudulent.-bailifis who failed to account, and fled without lands. 
Inthe reign of the 1st Edward, merchants were empowered to 
imprison their debtors, and the power of their barons extended 
to all their tenants. In the 3d Edward’s reign, the power was 
extended to all cases of debt and detinue. In the reign of 
Henry the 7th, the power was extended to all actions in the 
case, and was made general in the reign of Henry the 8th. 

T shall merely observe upon these successive innovations of 
this great original principle of the Common Law, that they 
present more clearly, than any other similar occasions, the: 
progressive steps, by which the favoured classes have usurped 
the complete dominion over the rights of the great mass of so-- 
ciety, who are too much occupied in their laudable, laborious 
callings, to protect themselves from encroachments upon their 
civil and; political rights; until, from the multiplicity and ingen- 
uity of the inventions of the favoured few, the great mass of 
society have found themselves degraded to a heartless and 
hopeless slavery.—I have deemed the present an auspicious 
moment for calling the attention of the General Assembly to 
this great fundamental principle, because a radical revision of 
our own fundamental laws is now in contemplation, and I know 
of no subject which could be more worthy of deliberation, than 
the abolition of imprisonment for debt, and the restoration of 
the wise and humane’ provisions of the common law, under such 
modifications as would'ensure to the creditor the faithful deliv- 
ery of all‘the property of his debtor, except the beasts of the 
plough and the necessary implements of the debtor’s calling.— 
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Looking prospectively only, no injustice would be done the 
creditor from the adoption of this principle, after it became to 
be known to be the law of the land; and I believe the condition 
of mankind would be extensively improved, by leaving these 
means of subsistence and comfort in the hands of the unfortu- 
nate debtor; whilst I am under the firmest conviction, that the 
condition of the creditor, would, in numberless instances, be 
benefited thereby; as it would enable the debtor to employ the 
same means in the payment of his debts to his creditors. And 
I cannot avoid expressing great satisfaction, that the Senate 
of the United States should, after long and profound delibera- 
tion, have passed a bill for relieving the body of the honest 
debtor from the capricious grasp of his creditor, in all cases 
of judgments obtained in the courts of the United States, and 
of redeeming the original principles of the old common law, 
from the unholy violations which had for centuries been inflict- 
ed upon it, by an unfeeling despotism, urged on to its object, 
by a restless, unrelenting avarice. 


FREE DEBT RULE, ADVERTISEMENT. 


> 

The Petitions for the Free Debt Rules, addressed to each 
State in the Union, A. D. 1828, Dec. 1, and the Extract, of co- 
incident date and kindred subject, are row published, together, 
that the extract from so high a source as the Governor of Vir- 
ginia* may fortify the purpose, as alluded to in my first number 
of the Right Aim Pamphlet, of November last, containing the 
Free Debt Rules,—and to be treated uf in the second and suc- 
ceeding numbers if encouraged. 

It is hoped that the occafion will excuse this use; the Extract 
not being restricted, (as I can controul only my own part,) by 
copyright; and while my part is restrained, for the present, from 
appearing without this valued support, it is not intended to deny 
leave to print for any legislative order: and if these Free Debt 
Rules shall be adopted into the constitution or laws of the coun- 
try, or of any thirteen of the States, then the copyright shall 
be free. RUFUS DAVENPORT. 

Boston, A. D. 1829, January 24. 


Price, (hoped nearly to save cost and trouble by stereotype, )— 
6 cents each, 4 dollars for ‘100 copies, 
1 dollar for 20 copies, Bbisg * asst OOO: St 
Three cents each, for any number by legislative vote of any State, 
for their members or clergy,—or for the record of the Free Debt Rules, 
by the municipal or other recording officers. 


* Which I entitle “the Rise and Progress, the usurped Dominion, and the urged 


Abolition of Imprisonment for Debt.” e 


Davenport, Rufus: THE PETITIONS OF,..70 THE TWENTY FOUR STATES, FOR 
THE ADOPTION OF THE FREE DEBT RULES, ALSO, THE RISE AND PROGRESS- 
THE USURPED DOMINION, AND THE URGED ABOLITION, OF IMPRISONMENT FOR 
DEBT. EXTRACTED FROM GOV. GILES’ SPRECH TO THE LEGISLATURE OF 
VIRGINIA. BOTH DATED, A.D, 1828, DECEMBER 1ST, [Boston: 1829}. 8pp, 
dbd, Very Good, ( 


Urging debtor reform, for the abolition of debtor prisons and 
the adoption of uniform bankruptcy rules. 
FIRST EDITION, Sabin 18717. AI_ 38339, $50 
(#1127) 


